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WHAT DOES HANDWRITING LOOK LIKE AT NORTH SCARLE? 

Handwriting at North Scarle 

At North Scarle Primary School, the children begin their handwriting journey in Reception. We follow the Read 

Write Inc programme for the early stages of taught handwriting, using the mnemonic picture cards from Set 1 

Sounds to help visualise the letter before writing it down. As well as supporting children with their letter 

formation, this also reinforces previously taught sounds.  

We ensure that children are ‘writing ready’ by teaching children how to adopt an appropriate writing posture. 

We encourage writing to take place with: 

• feet flat on the floor; 

• bottom at the back of the chair; 

• body one fist from the table; 

• shoulders down and relaxed; 

• back leaning forward slightly; 

• left/right hand holding the page; 

• left/right hand ready in a tripod grip. 

In addition to practising writing, we recognise the importance of developing children’s fine and gross motor 

skills to enable them to have the strength required for pencil grip, accuracy and posture. We provide 

opportunities that target the development of fine motor skills within the learning environment, as well as 

whole class activities such as ‘dough disco’. 

North Scarle’s stages of handwriting development 

There are three stages of handwriting development within EYFS and KS1. These stages are progressive and 

children may work through these stages, particularly within the EYFS, at different rates.  

Stage 1 follows the RWI handwriting structure, and all stages follow the lesson structure of demonstrate – 

practise – review. 

Stage 1a (letter formation): 

Stage 1a begins in Reception as soon as children have learnt their Set 1 sounds. During stage 1, children learn 

correct letter formation using the same picture mnemonics they have already learnt in their Set 1 sound 

lessons.  

These letters are taught in handwriting groups: 

• Around letters: c a o d g q  

• Down letters: l t b p k h l j m n r u y  

• Curly letters: e f s  

• Zig-zag letters: v w z x 

During these early stages children write on large, lined paper. 

Stage 1b (relative size of letters): 

Once children can form their letters correctly, they learn to place letters on the line and of relative size. 

Children are encouraged to continue using the picture mnemonics to help visualise the size and placement of 

letters.  

We use Read Write Inc’s sun, boat and water lines as a guide to help children learn letter sizes and orientation: 

 
• Boat letters: a c e I m n o r s u v w x z  

• Water letters: g j p q y  

• Sun letters: b d h k l t f  

• Simple words containing these letters 
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Stage 2 (approximately Year 1): 

Children move to Stage 2 once they can: 

• form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right place 

• form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another  

At Stage 2, children continue to use the sun, boat and water guidelines to learn: 

• Capital letters alongside revisiting their corresponding lower-case letter 

• Digits 0 - 9 

• RWI red words/ common exception words 

Stage 3 (approximately Year 2):  

At stage 3, children continue to revisit capital letters and digits taught in stage 2. At this stage children move on 

to using handwriting books with guidelines to write: 

Autumn term (no joining – getting used to handwriting books) 

• RWI red words/ Year 2 statutory spellings 

• Revisit capital letters in the context of days of the week and months of the year 

Spring term (begin joining sounds) 

• Begin to learn letter joins using the Linkpen 2b font 

• Learn all letters have a lead-in that starts on the line 

• Focus is on Set 2/3 sounds rather than words (eg: joining ‘ai’ ‘igh’ etc) 

Summer term (using joined handwriting to write words) 

• RWI red words/ Year 2 statutory spellings 

• Days of the week and months of the year 

 

Continuing handwriting in KS2 

 

In KS2, the children are to continue using the Linkpen 2b font for 

handwriting using handwriting books with guidelines to write: 

• Y3/4: Y3/4 statutory spellings (a line of) 

Then a sentence containing the statutory spelling word (underneath) 

• Y5/6: Y5/6 statutory spellings (a line of) 

Then a sentence containing the statutory spelling word (underneath) – in Y6 children are encouraged 

to form their own style of handwriting and to write in pen 
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Appendices 

 

Pages 4-5: National Curriculum objectives relating to handwriting 

Pages 7-11: Stage 1a letter formation 

Page 12: Stage 1a plan example 

Page 13: Stages 1b, 2 and 3 plan example 

Page 14: Capital letters and digits formation 

Page 15: Letter joins 

Page 16: Example long term plan 
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Y1 NC                                                                                                    

 

 

 

Y2 NC 
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Y3/4 NC 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y5/6 NC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

6 
 

WHAT DOES HANDWRITING LOOK LIKE AT NORTH SCARLE? 

RWI handwriting phrases 
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Stage 1a letters  
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Stage 1a plan example 
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Stages 1b, 2 and 3 plan example 

Note: Stage 3 uses handwriting books rather than sun, boat and water line sheets 
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Capital letters and digit formation 
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Letter joins 
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Example long term plan Stage 2 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 

Revisit using boat, sun and water lines: 
c a o d g q (around letters) 
l t b p k h (down letters) 
0 6 8 9  
2 3 
5 
Capital letters for the letters stated above 
 
Handwriting will also cover red words and common 
exception words 

Revisit using boat, sun and water lines: 
i j m n r u y (down letters) 
v w x z (zigzag letters) 
e f s (curly letters) 
1 4 7  
Capital letters for the letters stated above 
 
Handwriting will also cover red words and common 
exception words 

Spring 1 Spring 2 

Revisit using boat, sun and water lines: 
c a o d g q (around letters) 
l t b p k h (down letters) 
0 6 8 9  
2 3 
5 
Capital letters for the letters stated above 
 
Handwriting will also cover red words and common 
exception words 

Revisit using boat, sun and water lines: 
i j m n r u y (down letters) 
v w x z (zigzag letters) 
e f s (curly letters) 
1 4 7  
Capital letters for the letters stated above 
 
Handwriting will also cover red words and common 
exception words 

Summer 1 Summer 2 

Revisit using boat, sun and water lines: 
c a o d g q (around letters) 
l t b p k h (down letters) 
0 6 8 9  
2 3 
5 
Capital letters for the letters stated above 
 
Handwriting will also cover red words and common 
exception words 

Revisit using boat, sun and water lines: 
i j m n r u y (down letters) 
v w x z (zigzag letters) 
e f s (curly letters) 
1 4 7  
Capital letters for the letters stated above 
 
Handwriting will also cover red words and common 
exception words 

 


